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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

•                     All candidates must receive the same 

treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in exactly 

the same way as they mark the last. 

•            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 

must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather 
than penalised for omissions. 

•                     Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 

not according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie. 

•                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the 

mark scheme should be used appropriately. 

•            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 

scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero 
marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 
according to the mark scheme. 

•             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

•                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 

of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader 
must be consulted. 

•                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B 
 
Candidate responses 

 
• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full 

sentences. If appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 

• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and omissions in 

spelling and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not interfere with 

communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark 

answer, the candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if this 
response is incorrect but the correct information follows as a further element. 

Where 2 marks are available, award the individual marks discretely but apply the 

order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 

 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the 
mark scheme 

 
• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in 

between the alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 
• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory answers 

and ‘OR’ for possible answers. 
• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: What 

did he study? A: (He studied) Maths. 

• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and these 

should be considered as acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 

• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the 

information required indicated in brackets. 

• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation mark scheme 
 
 
Section A 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: K  

1(a) M (1) 

1(b) D (1) 

1(c) A (1) 

1(d) C (1) 

1(e) J (1) 

1(f) E (1) 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Joy  

2(a) Rahul (1) Joy (1) (2) 

2(b) Blank  

2(c) Layla (1) 

2(d) Rahul (1) 

2(e) Layla (1) Joy (1) (2) 

2(f) Layla (1) 

2(g) Joy (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

3(a) cÖ‡KŠkj we`¨v/Z‟Zxq e‡l© Bw&Äwbqvwis/ 3q e‡l© cÖhyw³/LÐKvjxb KvR (1) 

3(b) we‡Kj (1)  

AND 

mÜ¨v‡ejvq (1) 

weKvj/Acivý mKvj (2) 

3(c) Af¨_©bvKvix wi‡mckvwb÷ Kg©KZ©v (1) 

3(d) Bs‡iwR/fvlv †kLvi ¯šz‡j/¯šz‡j j¨vs¸‡qR ¯šz‡j wek¦we`¨vj‡q (1) 

3(e) Aí Kg/‡ewk bq †ewk (1) 

3(f) Kv‡Ri mv‡_ hy³/RwoZ wkÿv A¨v‡cªwŢUmkxc dv‡g©i KvR (1) 

3(g) miKvi (1)  

AND  

e¨w³MZ wewb‡qvMKvix †_‡K (1) 

 

†emiKvwi e¨emvqx (2) 

3(h) Avw_©K w ’̄wZkxjZv (1)  

 AND  
Kv‡Ri `ÿZv (1) 

UvKv-cqmvi m”QjZv 
 
Kg© `ÿZv 

UvKv-cqmvi Afve 
 

KvR cvIqv 

(2) 

3(i) cÖ‡KŠkjx/ ’̄cwZ nIqv Bw&Äwbqvi/dvg© Pvjv‡bv wewb‡qvMKvix (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a)(i) Zuvi †Kv‡bv cÖwZØŢØx wQ‡jv bv cov‡jLvq Zuvi mv‡_  
cvjøv †`Iqvi g‡Zv †KD 
 wQ‡jv bv 

†jLvcovq gb em‡Zv  
bv 

(1) 

4(a)(ii) †ivj b¤̂i †k‡l _vKvq Zuv‡K 
†cQ‡b em‡Z n‡jv (1) 
AND  
K¬v‡ki cÖ_g wZbRb QvÎB wkÿ‡Ki 
me cÖ‡kţi DËi w`w”Q‡jv (1)   
 

mevi †k‡l  
 
 
 

me‡P‡q fv‡jv wZbRb 
QvÎ/Zv‡`i †ivj b¤̂i 
wQ‡jv GK, ỳB I wZb 

 mvg‡b 

 
 

me‡P‡q ỳóz †Q‡j 

(2) 

4(a)(iii) †h‡Kv‡bv ỳwU: 
wZwb (Aa©-evwl©K) cixÿvq cÖLg  
n‡jb (1)  

OR 

†cQb †_‡K mvg‡b G‡m  
em‡jb (1) 
OR  

wZwb K¬v‡ki Ab¨vb¨ QvÎ‡`i 
bR‡i co‡jb (1) 
OR  
K¬v‡ki cÖ_g wZbRb Qv‡Îi mv‡_  
Zuvi cÖwZØwŢ`Zv ïiæ n‡jv (1) 

 

 
nvd-Bqvwj© 
 
Ab¨ †Q‡jiv Zuvi w`‡K  
†PvL e‡ov K‡i ZvKv‡jv 
 

cov‡jLvi cvjøv ïiæ 
n‡jv 

evwl©K cixÿv 
 
 

Ab¨ †Q‡jiv Zv‡K †nq 
 Ki‡jv 
 
 

`jv`wj ïiæ n‡jv 

(2) 

4(a)(iv) Zviv wew¯§Z /AevK n‡qwQ‡jv Zviv †PvL e‡ov K‡i  
ZvwK‡qwQ‡jv/  
ZvwK‡qwQ‡jv 

 fq †c‡qwQ‡jv (1) 

4(a)(v) `kg K¬v‡k covi mgq  Bqvi 10 
  
 

 Bqvi 7/8 (1) 

4(a)(vi) ¯šzj cvjv‡Z ïiæ Ki‡jb (1) 

OR  

K¬v‡k Abycw ’̄wZ 
 (1) 
 

K¬vk duvwK w`‡Zb  
 
  

K¬v‡k K¬v‡k N yi‡Zb 
 
 
 

(1) 

4(a)(vii) dvBbvj cixÿvq ïay cvk Ki‡jb cvk †MÖW  †c‡jb  †dj Ki‡jb (1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

4(b)(i) QvÎ‡`i emvi RvqMvMy‡jv wbqwgZ A`je`j Ki‡Z n‡e hv‡Z wkÿKiv mevi w`‡K mgvb  
„̀wó w`‡Z cv‡ib/wcwQ‡q cov QvÎ‡`i w`‡K g‡bv‡hvM w`‡Z/Zv‡`i‡K `iKvig‡Zv mvnvh¨ Ki‡Z 

Ki‡Z cv‡ib (1) 

AND  
¯šz‡j †jLvcovi Dchy³ cwi‡ek M‡o Zzj‡j QvÎiv ¯šzj bv cvwj‡q †jLvcovq AvMÖn 
 †`Lv‡e/ Zviv ¯šz‡j †h‡Z fq cv‡e bv/Drmvn †`Lv‡e (1)  
 

(2) 

4(b)(ii)  

wkÿ‡Ki †kLv‡bvi c×wZ gvb-m¤úbţ  n‡j/bZzb cÖhyw³i e¨envi n‡j/cvV¨ welq AviI  
fv‡jvfv‡e eywS‡q w`‡j QvÎiv gyL¯’ bv  K‡i welq¸‡jv eyS‡Z †Póv Ki‡e /g‡bv‡hvMx  
n‡e/ cixÿvqI fv‡jv Ki‡e (1) 
AND  
†jLvcovi Pvc bv w`‡q/m„Rbkxj KvRKg© I †Ljva~jvi gva¨‡g/nv‡Z-Kj‡g †kLv‡bvi  
gva¨‡g GK weKí wkÿv e¨e¯’v Pvjy Kiv `iKvi (1)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 

 

  



 

Section B 

 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 

 

Step 1 Decide on a band 

 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which 

descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors for 

each band indicate the different features that will be seen in the student’s answer for that 
band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not focus 

disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not 

performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different bands 

of the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the level and then use 
the variability of the response to help decide the mark within the level. For example, if the 

response is predominantly in band 4–7 with a small amount of band 8–10 material, it would 

be placed in band 4–7 but be awarded a mark near the top of the band because of the band 

8–10 content. 

 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 

 

• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will award a 

mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how students have evidenced 

each of the descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points 

and assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Assessment criteria 

 

Question 5 (14 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 

given in two mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate and 

students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count. All 

work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is occasionally successful 

• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; limited use of app

register and style 

3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of relevant information is sometimes successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; some use of appr

register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; commu

of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is evident; mostly 

appropriate use of register and style 

 

Additional guidance  

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose of the task 

and, where appropriate, the target audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures,limited success in r

to past, present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 

• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, occasional success in r

to past, present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning being conveye

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking 

• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in referr

past, present and future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning being conveyed
 
 
 

Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency  

structures. 

 

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors 

have on coherence. 

 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example 

consistent mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of speech; incorrect choice 

of vocabulary; use of spoken language; wrong tense; and spelling errors that 

change the meaning. For instance, মাতা (mother) and কাে লা (black) should be 

considered acceptable but মাথা (head) and কালা (deaf) should not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 

• mother-tongue interference. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 

  



 

Question 6 (26 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark 

grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all 

three bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements 

of the communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, 

students must refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top 

band. 

 

The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 

approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 

recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 6: communication and content mark grid 
 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 

• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 

straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive use of 

common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some development of key 

points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts 

and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different examples 

of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of key points 

and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of uncommon 

language 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent expansion of key 

points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and 

ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style throughout; a wide 

variety of language is used 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and interest. 

Goes beyond the standard or predictable response. 

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the 

purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience.  



 

Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical structures; 

occasionally successful references to past, present and future events; errors occur 

that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of 

complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked sentences 

• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of 

communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of 

complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors rarely hinder clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 

• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful references 

to past, present and future events; few or no errors that hinder the clarity of the 

communication 

 

 
Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 
 
 

  



 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to 

access the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact 

that errors have on coherence. 

 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a pronoun where 

there is no confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; incorrect arrangement of words 

that does not hinder clarity; occasional use of spoken language that does not affect 

the meaning; incomplete sentences that convey the intended message. The following 

spelling errors would fall in this category: বাড়, লম,  া া, ব   instead of the 

correct বাি ড়, কলম, চাচা, and ব্ፏ  
• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 

coherent writing. 

•  

Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand 

what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the 

writing. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
 
 
 

  



 

Paper 1 marking principles for Section C 

 

Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 

drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would 

lead to ambiguity. 

 

Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be 

considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 

 

Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 

understood the text in its original language. 
 
Question 

number 

Text Correct answer Acceptable 

answers 

Reject Mark 

7 Sohel Khan is 
  
.   

†mv‡nj Lvb  
 

  (1) 

one of the  
most famous  
 

Ab¨Zg bvgKiv GKRb  
 

weL¨vZ  (1) 

young film  
actors 

Kgeqmx Pjw”PÎ  
Awf‡bZv| 

Aíeqmx/ hye e „×/eq¯š (1) 

of Bangladesh. evsjv‡`‡ki  
 

  (1) 

He made his 
 first  
appearance  

Zuvi cÖ_g Avwef©ve N‡U 
 

cwiwPZ nb AcwiwPZ (1) 

in the film 
: “Everlasting 
 Love” in 1998 
  

1998 mv‡j Zuvi AwfbxZ  
ÔÔAbšÍ fv‡jvevmvÕÕ Qwei  
gva¨‡g| 

wd‡j¥i   (1) 

but this film  
was not a  
very popular 
 film  
 

wKš‘ GB QwewU  
we‡kl RbwcÖqZv jvf  
K‡iwb| 

cÖkswmZ  (1) 

with the public. RbM‡Yi Kv‡Q 
 

mvaviY  
†jvKR‡bi Kv‡Q 

 (1) 

His  
breakthrough  
came  
 

Zuvi Rxe‡bi †gvo Ny‡i hvq    (1) 

when 
he starred in 

hLb wZwb Awfbq K‡ib|     (1) 

the box office hit:  
“My True Love.”. 

e· Awdm AwZµg Kiv 
 ÔÔAvgvi cÖK‟Z fv‡jvevmvÕÕ 
 QwewU‡Z 

cvi n‡q hvIqv  (1) 

This led him to  GwU Zuv‡K cwiYZ K‡i| 
 

  (1) 

eventually 
becoming the 

NUbvµ‡g me‡P‡q mdj 

 

  (1) 



 

 most 
successful  
 

and highest  
paid actor  
 

I m‡e©v”P cvwikÖwgK †fvMx   
Awf‡bZv wn‡m‡e 
 

  (1) 

in  
Bangladesh. 

evsjv‡`‡ki   (1) 

He has 
received many 
awards  
 

wZwb A‡bK cyi¯švi 
†c‡q‡Qb  

 

  (1) 

during his life,  
. 

Rxe‡b   (1) 

including the  
‘Best Actor’  
Award in 2011 

2011 mv‡j  Ô†miv  
Awf‡bZvÕ cyi¯švi mn 

  (1) 

and carried out 
lots of charity  
work  
 

Ges cÖPzi †mevg~jK KvR  
K‡i‡Qb|   

  (1) 

for his local 
communities. 

Zuvi ¯’vbxq  
KwgDwbwUi Rb¨ 

  (1) 
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